2009 Plastino Scholars Award Recipient Abstracts

Rita Chang is a junior from Hokessin, Delaware. A Dean’s Scholar in the School of Human Services, Education and Public Policy, Rita has created her own major: “Social Responsibility in the Textile and Apparel Industry.” As President of the UD Fashion Merchandizing Club, Rita singlehandedly increased the number of active members from five to 306, and has initiated new club activities, including an eco-friendly clothing swap and a “Fashion with a Purpose” fashion show. For her Plastino Scholars experience, Rita has customized her unpaid internship in Nike Taiwan. Rita’s interest in this area originated in the summer of 2007 when she toured factories in Taiwan and was appalled by the working conditions, witnessing “the ugly side of beautiful fashion.”  Now, she will return to Taiwan to try to make a difference. Rita has decided to work with Nike because it has long risen from its denial stance on practicing poor ethics and is now one of the most innovative apparel companies in the field of social responsibility. At Nike Rita will work on several corporate social responsibility projects focusing on environmental sustainability and labor practices in regard to migrant workers. Rita’s goal is to attend Law and/or Business School and work in corporate social responsibility, particularly in the area of ethical purchasing practices.
Mary Paolantonio, from Wayne, Pennsylvania, is a junior and majors in Marketing. Mary’s passion is sailing. Her grandfather was the Commander of a Submarine during World War II, and although he passed away when she was young, Mary now realizes that his love for the sea and desire to explore new horizons lives on in her aspirations. Mary’s Plastino Scholars experience will be a sailing, scuba, and marine biology expedition with the Sea Trek BVI program in the British Virgin Islands. Living aboard a 45-foot catamaran with other students, Mary will learn to sail the catamaran and experience being the skipper for a day. She will participate in over twenty dives and earn her Open Water and Advanced Open Water certificates, and will have the option to earn specialty certificates in areas such as Research Diving, Wreck Diving, and Search and Recover Diving. She will participate in a Sea Turtle Tagging and Monitoring Project, and the data that the team collects will be given to the British Virgin Islands government to help them know more about the turtle population and determine the main threats to their survival. After graduation, Mary plans to pursue a career in Marketing in the Sports/Entertainment industry. 
Laura Schwartz, a first semester senior from Annandale, New Jersey, is working toward an Honors degree with a double major in International Relations and Spanish and a minor in African Studies.  Laura has always felt drawn to Africa. Last January she traveled to South Africa where she linked up with a volunteer organization to work with HIV/AIDS patients in a Zulu village. For her Plastino Scholars experience, Laura will return to Africa and spend a month each in Ghana and Kenya working to increase HIV/AIDS awareness. As an intern with the Institute for Field Research Expeditions, Laura will engage children and adults in educational activities and training meant to increase awareness and stop this epidemic. Laura intends to gather the people’s stories, recording what daily life is like for those affected by HIV/AIDS. Upon her return, she will compile these testimonies, as well as her own thoughts and experiences, into a book, the proceeds of which she will donate to the Institute for Field Research Expeditions. Laura is exploring options for her future, such as obtaining a Master’s degree in Education, teaching in Asia or South America, or working for a HIV/AIDS NGO. Whatever she decides to do, Laura’s main purpose to make a difference and bring about positive change.
Ariel Wilson is a junior from Baltimore majoring in Marketing and Management with a minor in International Business. Through her studies, Ariel has become increasingly aware and concerned about humanitarian issues related to the manufacturing of goods, in particular the millions of children working in hazardous conditions. Ariel’s Plastino Scholars project will take her to India where she will work with street children and study the issue of child labor. As a participant in a program sponsored by Volunteering Solutions, Ariel will spend her first week in Delhi learning about Hindi culture, language, and history. This will help prepare her for the next stage of her experience: she will work in a shelter for street children, where she will help educate, feed, take care of, and play with the children.  Upon her return to UD, Ariel intends to share with others what she has learned and help raise awareness about the problem of child labor.  Planning a career in marketing, Ariel’s objective is to work for a responsible company and to help find solutions for humanitarian problems within the manufacturing industry.

